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DETAILED ACTION 

In response to the amendments filed on 7/9/07, claims 1-39 have been amended. Claims 
1-39 are pending in the current application. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 27 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. The prior art of record set forth does not fairly teach, suggest or disclose 
the teaching the limitation of "further comprising a bonus payout bar to present payout subtotals 
for each of the reels associated with the bonus mode of operation" when viewed in light of the 
limitations from the intervening claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 35-36 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Barrie (US 5.833,537). 

Regarding claims 1 and 35, Barrie discloses a method for facilitating a play of a slot 
game, comprising: a) presenting, in the play of the slot game, a display grid comprising a 
plurality of active display segments {see col 3: In 10-35); b) presenting symbols in each of the 
active display segments (see col 3: In 15-35); c) providing an award, if any, based on the 
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symbols present in each of the active display segments (see persistent symbol 124a, col 55-67); 
d) deactivating the active display segments that are associated with a discontinue symbol (see 
col 3: In 60-col 4: In 22); e) determining which active display segments, if any, have been 
deactivated; and f) repeating steps b) to e) in the same play of the slot game until a 
predetermined number of active display segments have been deactivated (see col 4: In 22-col 5: 
In 65). 

Regarding claim 36 and 39, Barrie discloses a method wherein the deactivated reel 
segments are prevented from presenting another symbol in the same play of the game (see col 3: 
In 60-67). Additionally, the deactivated reels are prevented from presenting another symbol in 
the same play of the game (see Fig. 2-3 and the related description thereof). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-26, and 28-34, and 37-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Barrie as applied to claims above, and further in view of Vancura (US 
6,033,307). 

Regarding claims 2-3, 20-24, and 34, Barrie teaches a game machine that presents a reel 
configuration comprising a plurality of active reel segments that are able to provide an award 
based on the symbols presented in each of the active reel segments and deactivates the active reel 
segments that are associated with the discontinue symbol. Additionally, Barrie teaches in 
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determining which active reel segments have been deactivated or become "persistant" symbols 
and repeats the play of the slot game until a predetermined number of active reel segments or 
games have been played (see col 3: In 35 - col 4: In 35). Furthermore, Barrie presents a video 
screen to present, in the play of the game a display grid having a plurality of display cells and a 
user interface to facilitate player participation in at least the standard mode of operation. Barrie 
also teaches incorporating a processor programmed to (i) identify a predetermined symbol 
combination occurring on the display grid during the standard mode of operation to activate the 
bonus mode of operation, and during the bonus mode of operation in the same play of the game 
the processor (see (ie: red ball symbol signifies a bonus round of multiplied payout, col 3: In 
3 5 -col 4: In 35) is programmed to: (ii) randomly present symbols which includes one or more 
active reels having corresponding reels strips, (iii) provide an award, if any, based on the 
symbols randomly presented via any of the active reels (see col 4: In 22-col 5: In 25), (iv) 
deactivate any of the active reels presenting a discontinue symbol (see red ball 'persistant 
symbol', col 3: In 45-col 4: In 7), v) determine which active reels have been deactivated (see 
Figs. 2-3 and the related description thereof) and vi) repeat the random presentation of symbols, 
the provision of an award, if any, the deactivation of the reels associated with the discontinue 
symbol and the determination of which reels have been deactivated until a predetermined 
number of reels have been deactivated (see Fig. 3 and 5 and the related description thereof). 
Additionally, Barrie discloses a method wherein repeatedly presenting symbols comprises 
automatically repeating presenting symbols and deactivating the active reel segments until all of 
the active reel segments have been deactivated (see col 3: In 35-col 4: In 25). Additionally, the 
repeated presenting symbols comprise of providing a user interface to allow a participant to 
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initiate each repeated presentation of symbols until all of the active reel segments have been 
deactivated {see col 5: In 25-65). Furthermore, the repeated presentation of symbols and 
deactivating the active reel segments until a predetermined number of the active reel segments 
have been deactivated comprises deactivating the active reel segments until all of the active reel 
segments have been deactivated {see col 3: In 11-col 4: In 10). However, Barrie is silent with 
respect to a gaming apparatus that identifies a symbols via a physical reel configuration and does 
not specifically teach a standard mode and a bonus mode of operation. It is reasonable to assume 
that Barrie teaches a basic and bonus mode by incorporating the standard mode of a slot machine 
and the added feature of the 'red balls' and 'black balls' as the bonus mode since it offers a 
higher payout and alters the basic play of the game machine. However, Barrie is silent with 
respect to a physical reel configuration, which includes one or more active reels. 

In a related gaming patent, Vancura teaches a physical reel configuration which includes 
one or more active reels {see Fig. 1 and the related description thereof). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the 
mechanical reel features and elements with the video display grid of Barrie as these are well 
known equivalents in the gaming arts. 

Furthermore, Vancura teaches a primary slot machine and a secondary slot machine 
wherein play of the secondary slot machine occurs when a bonus qualifying event occurs. 
Additionally, Vancura teaches a random spin of the bonus game event that comprises of value 
symbols and random spinning to determine an accumulation of winnings to be paid out to a user 
until a predetermined condition for bonus game occurs. The teachings of Vancura can be found 
as follows: 
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Regarding claims 2-3, Vancura discloses a game machine wherein presenting a 
mechanical reel configuration comprising a plurality of active reel segments comprises 
presenting the active reel segments (see Fig. 5 and the related description thereof). Vancura also 
teaches a bonus mode of play in response to presentation of a symbol combination during a 
standard mode of play that invokes the bonus mode of play and a bonus symbol set comprising 
the symbols presented in each of the active reel segments during the bonus mode of play is 
different than a standard symbol set comprising standard symbols presented in the reel 
configuration during the standard mode of play (see col 3: In 12-47). Furthermore, Vancura 
teaches of a secondary reel set that is different than the standard symbol set comprising standard 
symbols presented in the mechanical reel configuration of the standard mode of play (see Fig. 1 
and the related description thereof). 

Regarding claims 4-6, Vancura discloses a system where at least partially randomly 
selecting which symbol is to be presented in each of the active reel segments (see col 3: In 12- 
59). Additionally, Vancura teaches a game system where the symbol is presented comprises an 
associated reel strip having a predetermined symbol set to each of the active reel segments (see 
Table Viand the related description thereof)). Furthermore, Vancura teaches a game system 
wherein associating a reel strip having a predetermined symbol set to each of the active reel 
segments comprises associating a different reel strip to each of the active reel segments ('virtual 
reel col 7: In 18-34). 

Regarding claims 7-8, Vancura discloses a system wherein at least partially randomly 
selecting which symbol is to be presented comprises associating a predetermined symbol set to a 
plurality of the active reel segments (see col 3: In 12-50). 
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Regarding claims 9-10, Vancura discloses a method wherein at the active reel segments 
that are deactivated by being associated with a discontinue symbol are de-emphasized to be 
distinguished from the active reel segments (see Fig. 6 and the related description thereof). 

Regarding claims 11-15, Vancura discloses a method wherein presenting symbols in each 
of the active reel segments comprises presenting continue symbols in one or more of the active 
reel segments, wherein the continue symbols direct its respective one of the active reel segments 
to remain active {see Table Viand the related description thereof). Additionally, the method 
comprises associated a credit award with one or more of the continue symbols and implementing 
a credit award with one or more of the continue symbols. Furthermore, the credit award may 
have a positive, negative or null effect on an accumulated credit total (ie: win or lose credit 
award of wager lost or gained based on predetermined payout scheme) {see col. 6: In 7-50, col. 
10: In 24-67). 

Regarding claims 16-19, Vancura discloses a method comprising associating a credit 
award with one or more of the discontinue symbols. Where the discontinue symbols may have 
an additive effect a negative effect or a null effect on an accumulated credit total (ie: win or lose 
credit award of wager lost or gained based on predetermined payout scheme) (see col 6: In l- 
50, col 10: In 24-67). 

With respect to the teachings above made by Vancura, one would have been motivated to 
incorporate these features if one were to incorporate the teachings of a mechanical reel 
implementation of a game that used stop and continue symbols in order to control the 
movements of active and inactive reel segments for a gaming machine. Therefore it would have 
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been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate 
the teachings of Vancura with that of Barrie. 

Regarding claim 25, Barrie teaches a casino game wherein the processor comprises a 
random number generator configured to randomly select the symbols for presentation via the 
reels (see 'random stop positions ' of col 3: In 20-35), 

Regarding claim 26, Barrie teaches a user interface that comprises a user interface 
mechanism to allow the player to initiate each repetition of the random presentation of symbols 
(see Fig. la and 2 and the related description thereof). 

Regarding claim 38, Barrie teaches a casino gaming apparatus wherein the processor is 
further programmed to automatically repeat the random presentation of symbols and deactivation 
of the reels associated with the discontinue symbols and deactivation of the reels associated with 
the discontinue symbols until all of the active display cells have been deactivated without player 
intervention (see Fig. 2-5 and the related description thereof). 

Regarding claims 29-32, Barrie teaches a casino gaming apparatus wherein the casino 
gaming apparatus comprises a slot machine, a video poker machine, a video bingo machine, and 
a keno machine as the standard mode of operation of the gaming machine (see col 1: In 10-67, 
col 3: In 1-10, col 7: In 10-61). 

Regarding claim 33, Barrie teaches a casino gaming apparatus wherein the processor is 
programmed to repeat the random presentation of symbols and deactivation of the reels 
associated with the discontinue symbols until all of the reels have been deactivated (see col 3: In 
10-col 4: In 41, col 5: In 2 5 -col 6: In 50). 
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Regarding claim 37-38, Barrie discloses a method wherein the deactivated reel segments 
are prevented from presenting another symbol in the same play of the game (see col 3: In 60- 
67). Additionally, the deactivated reels are prevented from presenting another symbol in the 
same play of the game (see Fig. 2-3 and the related description thereof). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Glavich et al. (US 6,634,945 B2) - Gaming Device Having Independent Bonus Reels. 

Thomas et al. (US 6,190,255 Bl) - Bonsu Game for A Gaming Machine. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan Hsu whose telephone number is (571)272-7148. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9 :00-17:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert E. Pezzuto can be reached on (571)272-6996. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, seehttp://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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